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Catalogue Description:  This course presents an overview of issues in global health from the viewpoint of many different disciplines, with emphasis on economically less developed countries.  Subjects include: millennium goals; measures of disease burden; population projections and control; environmental health and safe water; demography of disease and mortality; zoonotic infectious diseases; AIDS and HIV prevention; vaccine utilization and impact; eradication of poliovirus; chronic diseases; tobacco-associated disease and its control; nutritional challenges; social determinants of global health; harm reduction and behavioral modification; women’s reproductive rights; health economics and cost-effective interventions; health manpower and capacity development; bioethical issues in a global context.

Placement:  Fall Semester: Tuesday, 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Faculty:  
Neal Nathanson, MD


Associate Dean, Global Health Programs



Emeritus Professor, Microbiology



nathansn@mail.med.upenn.edu


12 co-faculty 

Pre-requisites:  Enrollment limited to professional and graduate students.  Permission of instructor required.  No other pre-requisites.
Course overview:  This course provides an introductory survey of global health, with the primary aim to engage and inspire students about the opportunities and challenges of global health.
Course requisites:  None.
Course objectives:
At the completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
· Understand that global health involves multiple academic disciplines, and identify many of these.
· Understand that global health theory involves many, sometimes conflicting, belief systems, and identify some of these.
· Understand that global health can be conceived as a complex ecosystem, which involves issues that are much broader than the traditional health disciplines.
· identify many of the current authoritative sources of information about global health, as a potential aid for future educational, training, and research endeavors.
· Be aware of the multiple opportunities for careers in global health, and understand how her/his discipline could be brought to bear as part of a global health team.
· Be able to cite examples of specific issues and case studies in global health.
· Understand some of the potential interventions that can be used to ameliorate problems in global health, particularly in low-income countries.

Core competencies:
1. Understands the complexities of global health issues, particularly in low-income countries.
2. Knows about the various theories and practices that are used to analyze issues in global health, and the sources that can be used to learn about them.
3. Understands the variety of intervention strategies that are being used to attack problems in global health.
Teaching methods:
Lectures; case studies; small group discussions and discussion questions; term paper; selected general and specific references.
Evaluation:
Discussion group presentations and participation: 50%

Term paper: 50%

Class participation:

Students are expected to prepare for each class by reading assigned references; students participate in small group discussions at each class session; students are assigned specific discussion questions to present at class discussion; students are expected to participate in class discussion and know that they will be graded in part upon their performance.
Required readings:
There is a list of general required readings, plus a few selected references for each session.
Supplemental readings:

There is a list of supplemental readings, for students who wish to explore specific topics in more depth.
All course materials will be listed in electronic form on Blackboard and on the Global Health website.  All references from journals will be available in *.pdf format on Blackboard and the website.
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General references: required reading
[short current articles (posted on Global Health course website as *.pdf)]
Attaran A.  How do patents and economic policies affect access to essential medicines in developing countries?  Health Affairs 2004, 23: 155-166.

Benatar SR.  Moral imagination: the missing component in global health.  PLoS Medicine 2005, 2: 1207-1210.

Cohen JE.  Human population: the next half century.  Science 2003, 302: 1172-1175.

Cohen J.  The new world of global health.  Science 2006, 311: 162-167.

Daar AS, et al.  Top ten biotechnologies for improving health in developing countries.  Nature genetics 2002, 32: 229-232.

Gandy M.  Deadly alliances: death, disease, and the global politics of public health.  PLoS Medicine 2005, 2: 9-11.

Germain A.  Reproductive rights and human rights.  Lancet 2004, 363: 65-66.

Juma C, Yee-Cheong L.  Reinventing global health: the role of science, technology, and innovation.  Lancet 2005, 365: 1105-1107.

Marmot M.  Social determinants of health inequalities.  Lancet 2005, 365: 1099-1104.

Mascie-Taylor CGN, Karim E.  The burden of chronic disease.  Science 2003, 302: 1921-1922.

Ranson MK, et al.  Constraints to expanding access to health interventions: an empirical analysis and  country typology.  J International Development 2003, 15: 15-39.

Reich MR.  The global drug gap.  Science 2000, 287: 1979-1981.

Sachs J.  Can extreme poverty be eliminated?  Scientific American 2005, 293: 56-65.

General references: supplement books for those wishing to explore a particular topic in more detail
There are many texts on global health, international health, or public health.  The following short list was selected by the faculty as best suited to the goals and audience for this introductory course.  Additional more specialized readings are provided for each session, for students who wish to explore a particular topic in greater depth. 

General references: books (all available through online booksellers)
Beaglehole R, Bonita R.  Public health at the crossroads.  Achievements and prospects.  Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, United Kingdom, 2nd edition, 2004.  Part I: Global health, pp 1-104.

· Two WHO public health epidemiologists with vast international experience present their views of global health, its challenges, and possible interventions.   Not easy reading but worth the effort.
Garrett L.  Betrayal of trust.  The collapse of global public health.  Hyperion, New York, 2000.

· A long monograph on global health and its current status, by a journalist turned advocate.
Hilts PJ.  Rx for survival.  Penguin Press, New York, 2005.

· A veteran NY Times reporter’s commentary written as a companion to the PBS series, provides an easy-to-read introduction to global health with selected case studies.
Sachs J.  The end of poverty: economic possibilities for our time.  Penguin Books, New York, 2005

· A renowned economist and advocate makes his case for global health.
Marmot M, Wilkinson RG.  Social determinants of health.  Oxford U Press, Oxford, 2001.

· An authoritative analysis of the societal determinants of health and disease 

Kidder T.  Mountains beyond mountains: the quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, a man who would cure the world.  Random House, New York, 2004.

· The inspiring story of Paul Farmer, who has pioneered an outreach clinic in Haiti to deliver health care against overwhelming odds.
Evert J, et al, editor.  Developing global health curricula at US medical schools.  A collaboration of AMSA, GHEC, IFMSA-USA, R4WH, 2006 (pdf on Global Health course website).

· This student pamphlet summarizes a variety of programs in global health offered at selected medical schools in the USA, and gives a good sense of their diversity.
Osborn G, Ohmans P.  Finding work in global health.  Health Advocates Press, 2005.

· The best current guide to employment opportunities in global health.
TOPICAL OUTLINE:  INTRODUCTION TO GLOBAL HEALTH
	Month
2006
	DATE
	LECTURE NUMBER
	SPECIFIC SUBJECT
	SPEAKER(S)


	
	
	
	Introduction
	

	SEP
	12
	1
	Overview: global health is part of a worldwide ecosystem
	Jerry Keusch
Boston U

	
	
	2
	Recent history of global health
	David Barnes

SAS

	
	19
	3
	Environmental determinants of health
	Bob Giegengack
SAS

	
	
	4
	case study: safe drinking water?
	

	
	26
	5
	The demography of disease and mortality
	Sam Preston
SAS

	
	
	6
	Case study: how to measure mortality and disease burden
	

	
	
	
	Infectious diseases
	

	OCT
	3
	7
	Animals of agricultural importance and their infections; zoonotic infections of humans
	Gary Smith 
SVM

	
	
	8
	Case study: avian influenza or other?
	

	
	10
	9
	HIV/AIDS: prevention and treatment interventions 
	Neal Nathanson

SOM

	
	
	10
	Case study: AIDS vaccine, the holy grail? 
	Neal Nathanson

SOM

	
	17
	11
	Case study: Rotavirus vaccines: balancing risk and benefit
	Paul Offit

SOM, CHOP

	
	
	12
	Case study: can poliovirus be eradicated?
	Neal Nathanson 
SOM

	
	
	
	Non-communicable diseases
	

	
	24
	
	FALL BREAK
	

	
	31
	13
	Chronic diseases
	Sarah Kagan
SON

	
	
	14
	Case study: to be selected
	Ara Chalian

	NOV
	7
	15
	Nutritional issues in developing countries
	Charlene Compher

SON

	
	
	16
	Case study: the nutritional transition: from famine to obesity
	Shiriki Kumanyika

SOM

	
	
	
	Generic issues in global health
	

	
	14
	17
	Social determinants of global health
	Chris Morssink 

SON

	
	
	18
	Case study: to be selected
	

	
	21
	19
	Women’s health: reproductive rights in developing countries (Neal Nathanson *)
	Bill McCool
SON

	
	
	20
	The health manpower crisis, a global perspective
	Linda Aiken
SON

	
	28
	21
	Social and behavioral sciences, and harm reduction
	Fran Barg 

SOM

	
	
	22
	Case study: altering adolescent risk taking  behavior: safe sex saves lives
	Loretta Jemmott

	DEC
	5
	23
	Cost-effective options for health interventions in resource-constrained settings
	Pat Danzon 

Wharton

	
	
	24
	Case study: to be selected
	

	
	12
	25
	Global bioethics: the challenge of vaccines

Autumn Fiester *
	Art Caplan

SOM

	
	
	26
	Case study: to be selected
	Art Caplan

SOM


INTRODUCTION TO GLOBAL HEALTH: PLANNING GROUP MEMBERS AND FACULTY PRESENTERS
	NAME
	Email
	Phone
	SCHOOL
	EXPERTISE

	LINDA AIKEN
	laiken@nursing.upenn.edu
	215- 898-9759
	SON
	Health manpower

	DAVID S BARNES
	dbarnes@sas.upenn.edu
	215-898-8210
	SAS
	History of public health

	FRANCES BARG
	bargf@uphs.upenn.edu 
	215-615-4156
	SOM
	Family practice

	NANCY BILLER
	nbiller@mail.med.upenn.edu
	215 898 0848
	SOM
	Director GHP

	ART CAPLAN
	caplan@mail.med.upenn.edu
	215-898-7136
	SOM
	Bioethics

	DAVID CHOKSHI
	daveash@mail.med.upenn.edu
	225-354-6673
	SOM
	MS1

Access to medicines

	CHARLENE W COMPHER
	compherc@nursing.upenn.edu 
	215-898-3619
	SON
	Nutrition science

	MARGARET COTRONEO
	cotroneo@nursing.upenn.edu
	215-898-8293

703-689-4694
	SON
	Co- Director, Curriculum, MPH program

	PATRICIA M DANZON
	danzon@wharton.upenn.edu
	215-898-0694

215-573-7025
	WHARTON
	Health economics

	STEVEN FEIERMAN
	feierman@sas.upenn.edu
	215-898-8423
	SAS
	Social sciences

	ERIC FELDMAN
	eafeldman@law.upenn.edu
	215-573-6400
	LAW
	International law

	AUTUMN FIESTER
	fiester@mail.med.upenn.edu 
	215-573-2602
	SOM
	Bioethics

	ROBERT F GIEGENGACK
	gieg@sas.upenn.edu
	215-898-5191
	SAS
	Environmental health

	JULIAN HARRIS
	jjharris@mail.med.upenn.edu
	404-317-8052
	SOM
	MS 3

Global health policy

	LORETTA JEMMOTT
	ljemmott@nursing.upenn.edu
	215-898-6373
	SON
	Behavioral modification

	SARAH KAGAN
	skagan@nursing.upenn.edu
	215 898 1316
	SON
	Gerontology

	ADAM KOLKER
	akolker@law.upenn.edu 
	215-573-9254
	LAW
	International law

	SHIRIKI KUMANYIKA
	skumanyi@cceb.med.upenn.edu
	215-898-2629
	SON
	Nutrition, epidemiology

	STEVE LARSON
	larsonst@mail.med.upenn
	215-662-3904
	SOM
	Community health programs

	JACKIE MCLAUGHLIN
	jmclaugh@mail.med.upenn.edu
	215-746-2043
	SOM
	Managing direction, MPH program

	AFAF MELEIS
	meleis@nursing.upenn.edu
	215-898-8283
	SON
	Women’s health, global health

	BILL MCCOOL
	mccoolwf@nursing.upenn.edu
	215 573 7679
	SON
	Nurse midwifery

	CHRISTIAAN B MORSSINK
	morssink@nursing.upenn.edu
	215-438-9494
	SON
	Public health

	NEAL NATHANSON
	nathansn@mail.med.upenn.edu
	215 898 0848
	SOM
	Course director

Infectious diseases

	PAUL OFFIT
	offit@email.chop.edu
	215-590-2020
	SOM
	Vaccines, pediatric infectious diseases

	DANIEL DEL PORTAL
	delportd@mail.med.upenn.edu
	
	SOM
	Ms1

	SAM PRESTON
	spreston@sas.upenn.edu
	215-746-5396
	SAS
	Demography

	GARY SMITH
	garys@vet.upenn.edu
	610-925-6312
	SVM
	Infectious diseases

Veterinary public health

	VALERIE SICA
	vsica@mail.med.upenn.edu
	215 898 0848
	SOM
	staff

	CHRIS VANDERWARKER
	chrisvan@mail.med.upenn.edu
	857-234-1569
	SOM
	MS3

Global health policy
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